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counterfactual distributions)

, where 
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Total Difference in Log
Hourly Wage

Difference in
Characteristics
(% of total)

Difference in
Coefficients
(% of total)

Difference in Residuals
(% of total)

Quantile
Pre97
(1)

Post02
(2)

Pre97
(3)

Post02
(4)

Pre97
(5)

Post02
(6)

Pre97
(7)

Post02
(8)

0.1 0.5647***
(0.0144)

0.4494***
(0.011) 48.4%*** 63.2%*** 44.4%*** 27.8%*** 7.3%*** 9.2%***

0.2 0.4896***
(0.0124)

0.4255***
(0.0093) 47.3%*** 64.8%*** 46%*** 28.4%*** 6.9%*** 6.9%***

0.3 0.4439***
(0.0115)

0.3974***
(0.0085) 46.7%*** 65.1%*** 47.9%*** 30.1%*** 5.5%* 4.9%*

0.4 0.4129***
(0.0106)

0.3711***
(0.0084) 47.2%*** 64.7%*** 49.2%*** 32.1%*** 3.7% 3.4%

0.5 0.3899***
(0.01)

0.3477***
(0.0085) 48.5%*** 63.9%*** 50.3%*** 33.8%*** 1.4% 2.5%

0.6 0.3742***
(0.0097)

0.3295***
(0.0085) 50.2%*** 61.8%*** 49.8%*** 35.8%*** 0.1% 2.6%

0.7 0.3635***
(0.0096)

0.3163***
(0.0088) 53.2%*** 59.5%*** 48.8%*** 36.6%*** 1.9% 4.1%

0.8 0.3586***
(0.0102)

0.311***
(0.0085) 59%*** 57.5%*** 46.4%*** 35.8%*** 5.3% 6.8%*

0.9 0.3349***
(0.0133)

0.3063***
(0.0107) 73.5%*** 59.8%*** 46.2%*** 37.6%*** 19.6%*** 2.8%

Observations in
reference group 4,875 5,329 4,875 5,329 4,875 5,329 4,875 5,329

Observations in
counterfactual group 11,837 13,733 11,837 13,733 11,837 13,733 11,837 13,733

Decomposition obtained by 100 Quantile Regressions. Male workers are taken as the counterfactual group.
Standard Errors in parenthesis estimated by 100 bootstrap replications. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.10
Estimated with the Stata cdeco_jmp command. 14
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10th Quantile Median 90th Quantile

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Cohort Pre97 Post02 Pre97 Post02 Pre97 Post02
Tenure 0.0311***

(0.0065)
0.0339***
(0.0044)

0.0196***
(0.0055)

0.0259***
(0.004)

0.0127*
(0.0069)

0.0011
(0.0062)

Tenure Squared 0.0005
(0.0004)

0.0008***
(0.0003)

0.0001
(0.0003)

0.0002
(0.0003)

0.0002
(0.0004)

0.0009***
(0.0004)

Regular 0.2446**
(0.1139)

0.2166***
(0.0443)

0.1777***
(0.0638)

0.1516***
(0.0277)

0.0717
(0.1719)

0.1249***
(0.0439)

Married 0.1207***
(0.0138)

0.1566***
(0.013)

0.1194***
(0.0101)

0.1264***
(0.0088)

0.1197***
(0.0161)

0.1316***
(0.0131)

Highschool 0.1878***
(0.0453)

0.065
(0.0566)

0.2017***
(0.0282)

0.0563
(0.0368)

0.227***
(0.0362)

0.0424
(0.0778)

Junior College 0.2152***
(0.0429)

0.1779***
(0.0554)

0.2265***
(0.026)

0.1727***
(0.0362)

0.2158***
(0.0398)

0.1463*
(0.0766)

College 0.4066***
(0.0403)

0.3052***
(0.0553)

0.4315***
(0.0265)

0.3102***
(0.036)

0.4449***
(0.0386)

0.2808***
(0.0765)

Number of
Observations 11,837 13,733 11,837 13,733 11,837 13,733

Pseudo R squared 0.1683 0.1763 0.1623 0.1604 0.1325 0.1186
Standard errors in parenthesis obtained by 100 bootstrap replications. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1
The dependent variable is the log of hourly wages. Other control variables include urban, industry and
occupation dummies, as well as the unemployment rate at the estimated time of graduation.
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10th Quantile Median 90th Quantile

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Cohort Pre97 Post02 Pre97 Post02 Pre97 Post02
Tenure 0.0445***

(0.0087)
0.0458***
(0.0082)

0.0466***
(0.0071)

0.0333***
(0.0059)

0.0373***
(0.0113)

0.0008
(0.0095)

Tenure Squared 0.0005
(0.0005)

0.0011*
(0.0006)

0.0008**
(0.0004)

0.0005
(0.0004)

0.0006
(0.0006)

0.001
(0.0007)

Regular 0.3391***
(0.0259)

0.2343***
(0.0262)

0.3384***
(0.023)

0.2838***
(0.0212)

0.1947***
(0.0565)

0.2675***
(0.0359)

Married 0.0091
(0.0227)

0.0146
(0.0223)

0.0001
(0.0147)

0.0264*
(0.0144)

0.0001
(0.0194)

0.0541**
(0.0236)

Highschool 0.1623**
(0.0645)

0.1045*
(0.0593)

0.1641***
(0.0386)

0.1239**
(0.0508)

0.2134***
(0.0534)

0.0463
(0.0643)

Junior College 0.3439***
(0.0632)

0.2462***
(0.0519)

0.292***
(0.0395)

0.2455***
(0.0511)

0.3331***
(0.0577)

0.3216***
(0.0581)

College 0.4429***
(0.0733)

0.3784***
(0.0616)

0.4932***
(0.0509)

0.4282***
(0.0499)

0.7793***
(0.1357)

0.4891***
(0.0604)

Number of
Observations 4,875 5,329 4,875 5,329 4,875 5,329

Pseudo R squared 0.2508 0.1891 0.2352 0.22 0.1491 0.1254
Standard errors in parenthesis obtained by 100 bootstrap replications. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1
The dependent variable is the log of hourly wages. Other control variables include urban, industry and
occupation dummies, as well as the unemployment rate at the estimated time of graduation. 18
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